APRIL 30, 2021 


The Lock on your Closet 


As a worship leader of 
Homestead Mennonite Church, 

I try to discern the best ways to 
help my congregation worship God 
and connect with each other. 

One way is in the arena of 
praying for and with each other. 

I challenge us to be open 
with our struggles in life, 
our vices, the areas in 
which we may feel weak 
or filled with doubt. 

Privacy is important, 
and I understand that we 
as Humans may not want 
to share the messy parts 
of ourselves with others. 
We’d rather sweep all the 
dust into a closet and 
lock it up tight, securely 
away from public 
scrutiny. Still I ask us to 
talk about the surgeries 
we're going to undertake, 
or the friend struggling 
through a breakup, or the 
stress eating that we want 
to stop doing. I don’t ask 
us to share because I 
delight in uncovering each 
other’s issues. I do it 
because we are a body, 
and God has not designed 
us to handle these issues 
alone. Rather than holding 
our dust tight and letting it clog us, 
I say we should air it out. Our 
openness can help us, help the 
people around us, and help the 
people beyond our sight, in more 
ways than one. 

For example, being open with 
our struggles opens up opportuni- 
ties of relatability. Sometimes, we 
feel alone in our struggles, as if we 
are the only who’ve ever gone 
through a problem. Maybe some- 
one habitually lies. They know it’s 
a problem, they do it on impulse, 
but they don’t own up to it because 
they’re afraid people will stop 
trusting them. Maybe someone has 
chronic neck pain, but refuses to 
speak of it because they don’t want 
to be seen as weak. They know 
other people have pain far worse 
than their own, so they believe they 
should be content to suffer in 
silence. 

We are the body of Christ. We 
are meant to hold each other up, to 
bear each other’s burdens. People 
have pain and know how distract- 
ing, even debilitating, it can be. 
People have lied and know the 
sense of guilt or the mad scramble 
to save face, able to understand 
how shaming it can seem. This 
touch of empathy could be just 
what the struggling person needs to 
face their pain one more day or to 
know that they are still loved even 
if they fall short of the mark. 
People can relate to us, and we can 
relate to other people, since our 
struggles have commonality. We 
can find comfort in the midst of 
our suffering. 


Luke Marshburn 
Homestead 
Mennonite Church 


Openness about struggles can 
also help us do better with them. 


When we are honest about our 


struggles and let people know 


where we need prayer or guidance, 
we give them an avenue to help 
keep us accountable. Maybe that 


habitual liar needs some- 
one to check on them 
and ask if they’ve main- 
tained their 

resolution of honesty. 
We do not have to bear 
burdens with our own 
strength. We can hold 
each other up to meet 
the standards we believe 
will honor God. And 
when we fall short, 
there’s the comfort in 
knowing that we don’t 


face these challenges alone, 
because everyone struggles. 

And everyone does struggle. 
People are fallible. We may some- 
times forget that, looking from the 
outside in, seeing only the facade 
that people erect. The suburban 
mother with two honor roll chil- 
dren may be imagined basking at 
her pool; the teenager with the 
football scholarship has his robe 
and gown and a grin. 

But dig deeper, and so often 
we’ll find the depression, 
alcoholism, abuse, the diabetes or 
cancer, the jealousies and anger 
issues. And so often we seem 
surprised by the findings. 

The people looked perfect, life 
seemed wonderful; how could they 
have hidden such glaring issues for 
so long? 

Christians are no strangers to 
such facades. We sometimes try to 
look as presentable as possible, 
practically glowing with purity. 
Pastors stand as the models of 
society, congregants wear their 
Sunday best and keep their gloves 
whitewashed. As the body of 
Christ, however, I believe this 
facade is untenable. It isn’t reality, 
and comparing ourselves to this 
fantasy can be unhealthy. It is 
better to remember that people 
have struggles, people have vices. 
We are called to love each other 
and strengthen each other even 
with these challenges. 

Rather than condemning each 
other when the walls fall, we need 
to remember that we’ve all fallen 
short and that we are God’s 


children struggling to grow our 
relationships with him. When we 
remember that none of us are 
perfect, we are in a better position 
to accept the fallibilities. We feel 
chronic pain which God has yet to 
heal, and we question why we 
suffer. We lie to each other for 
petty reasons, and we can’t seem to 
stop serving ourselves over God’s 
desires. We really do have dust in 
our closets. 

Does that make us failures? Not 
really. And as incongruent as it 
may sound on the surface, by being 
open about our fallibilities, our 
suffering, and our struggles, we can 
improve our witness to the world. 
Stories of inspiration are not often 
about perfect people (Jesus may be 
the one exception). Rather, our 
imperfections can help highlight 
how God has and continues to help 
us, how we strive above adversity, 
how we trust even in the midst of 
suffering. When others see how we 
can stand in our struggles, they 
may be more inclined to do the 
same. When they see us love each 
other as the true body of Christ, 
they will see God moving amongst 
us. They may decide that they want 
such a relationship. Our actions can 
be our witness, pulling others 
closer to God. 

Now, privacy can be important, 
and there may be some things that 
we don’t want aired to everybody. 
But on the whole, I believe those 
things really are few and far 
between. With our openness, we 
can gain comfort and comfort 
others. We gain accountability and 
can hold others accountable. We 
gain mercy by embracing the fact 
that everyone is fallible, and can 
also be shown mercy from a body 
that understands everyone falls 
short. And we can show the world 
that our struggles do not destroy 
us. 

In this way, I see our openness 
as an act of worship, trusting God 
to use all of ourselves—even the 
dusty parts—to bring him glory. 

In spite of all I see that favours 
openness with the body, I will 
admit that there are some areas of 
my life I still keep locked up. 
There are some struggles that only 
God sees, and while I do cast my 
burden upon him, it acts as only a 
part of the equation. I don’t have 
the 

accountability of a support partner 
for these things, nor the comfort of 
a consolatory touch. I refuse to let 
the body hold me up. 

I don’t think this is the healthi- 
est way to handle these struggles, 
or the way that best honors God, 
and so I might be a hypocrite for it. 
But I don’t despair. This is merely 
a part of my own imperfection. I 
work towards the day when I can 
find the voice needed to unlock 
that closet and let all the dust out. I 
pray that we all may do the same. 


MDC’s School for Advanced Studies Ranked Fifth Best 
High School in in Nation and Top High School in Florida 


Congratulations! Continuing its 
tradition of excellence, Miami 
Dade College’s (MDC) School for 
Advanced Studies (SAS) was just 
ranked the fifth best high school in 
the United States and the best high 
school in Florida, according to the 
2021 rankings released by U.S. 
News & World Report. 

SAS maintained its position at 
the top of the annual list. Last year, 
it was ranked best high school in 
Florida and the fourth best high 
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school in the nation. A combined 
effort between MDC and Miami- 
Dade County Public Schools 
(MDCPS), SAS is a part of the 
Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools district. Students attending 
SAS complete their last two years 
of high school while they obtain an 
Associate in Arts degree from 
MDC. 

Located at five MDC campuses 
(Homestead, Kendall, North, West, 
and Wolfson), SAS takes pride in 
its diverse stu- 
dent population, 
nurturing learn- 
ing environment, 
and commitment 
in providing all 
students with a 


All Inclusive Rate, no itemized billing 
Beautiful Home Like Environment 


liberal arts education with many of 
its students specializing in STEM. 
For more information about the 
School for Advanced Studies, visit 
https://sasdreamfactory.org/ 
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Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 


For information please call 


305-454-4944 


or visit www.thhjc.org 
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CM/Set Ollice 
Franklin Shield 


CM/Sgt. Ollice Franklin 
Shields passed away April 13, 
2021 in Melbourne FL. 

Services were held April 19 
at Forest Meadows Memorial 
Park Central in Gainesville, 
Florida. 

Mr. Shields was born in 
Bebane North Carolina on 
November 25, 1933. 

He enjoyed fishing, shooting 
pool, throwing darts, a little golf and having a beer 
with his guys after work. 

He dearly loved his country. 

Mr. Shields is survived by his wife Betty; his 
daughters Karen Degado, San Antonio, Texas and 
Kathy Pia (Phil), Homestead, Florida and Marlene 
Foster, Homestead, Florida; stepdaughter Debra 
Morgan and stepgrandson Chris Morgan of 
Gainseville Florida; five grandchildren and many great 
grandchildren; sisters Molly (deceased), Marjorie 
Young, Chapel Hill, NC, Claire Shields and Sandra 
Grogan; brothers Luther Shields, Lutz, Florida and 
Johnny Shields, Burlington, North Carolina. 

Memorial donations in honor of Mr. Shields may 
be made to Alzheimers.org. 


— an 


Three Virtues will put 
$25,000 award to good use 


By Kevin 
Lewis 

If April 
showers bring 
May flowers, 
then Three 
Virtues recent 
shower of 
blessings will 
yield even 
more. 

Earlier this 
week, the 
Homestead 
non-profit 
organization 
was granted 
$25,000 from 
No Kid 
Hungry, a 
campaign 
from the national nonprofit group Share Our Strength. 

This group is investing $3 million in grants to 
organizations, with a focus on helping to decrease 
food insecurity among children under the age of six. 
According to a 2020 survey from the Washington 
D.C.-based think tank Urban Institute, at one point 
during the past year, 40 percent of parents to these 
children suffered from job or income loss as a result 
of the current pandemic; more than one in five parents 
reported not being able to get or get enough food to 
support their household. 

The No Kid Hungry grants will serve more than 
120 early child care centers, healthcare providers, and 
community organizations; organizations that work 
with an estimated 170,000 children under the age of 
five in 34 states and the District of Columbia. 

Caron Gremont, Director of Early Childhood for the 
No Kid Hungry campaign noted the importance of the 
campaign in supporting these children. 

“Food insecurity in the early years can have an im- 
mediate and lasting impact on overall health, learning, 
school readiness, and behavior,” said Gremont. 
Gremont also explained why the money awarded will 
benefit Three Virtues Organization, Inc. and other 
non-profits in their communities. 

“These flexible, year-long grants will help organi- 
zations provide healthy food to young kids and their 
families at this critical time,” Gremont said. 

Alpha Fleurimond, Executive Director of Three 
Virtues, stated how this April money is indeed a May 
miracle and beyond. 

“As I always say, ‘every child has a story to tell’,” 
said Fleurimond. “I feel blessed that Three Virtues, in 
partnership with No Kid Hungry and this funding 
opportunity will provide much-needed food supplies 
and the chance to be part of these children’s story.” 

Proud to be among the organizations selected for 
funding by No Kid Hungry, Three Virtues said it will 
use the grant to help 25 local families of children ages 
0-5 with a special food distribution that will cater to 
the children’s specific needs. 

This will also be in addition to the food distribu- 
tion the organization already provides on the second 
Friday of every month. 

Three Virtues has been dedicated to families and 
children in the Homestead/Florida City area for over 
9 years -- supporting and providing services to 
immigrant, refugee, and migrant worker families -- as 
its staff and volunteers work to ease the community’s 
burdens, one food parcel at a time. 

As such, the Kids Food Distribution is on April 30 
from 8-9am, at 15951 SW 292nd Ter #3, 33033; 
behind the Homestead Housing Authority. 

For more information and eligibility, 
786-610-9855 or 786-377-3516, or via email at 
threevirtues@yahoo.com. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION Q CALL US; C786) 610-9855 
EMAIL US: THREEVIRTUES@YAHOO.COM 


To submit an obituary or death notice, email 
wording and jpg photo to info@newsleadermail.com. 
Print deadline is Wednesday at noon. 305-245-231 | 
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